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‘Next KSET, PSI exams will be

conducted in dist centres’

Expert opqinio'n to be sought on
acting against accused

KALABURACGI, DHNS

ext Karnataka State Eli-
gibility Test (KSET) and

PSI recruitment exam-
ination will be conducted in
other centres including Kal-
aburagi and Vijayapura too.
said Home Minister G Para-
meshwar,

Addressing reporters here
on Wednesday, he said that
the examination is being con-
ductedin Bengaluru at present
topreventmalpractices again,

Pointingout thatthe govern-
ment has entrusted the task of

—— ———

———

conducting examination to the
KEA following the court direc-
tion to assign the responsibili-

ty to the autonomous body, he

said that the PSI examswill also
be held in these two cities.

Legal action

"KEA has the strength to con-
duct examination for 54,000
candidates in Bengaluru. We
are holding the first exam in
the metropolitan city to avoid
malpractice. Justice B Veer-
appa Commission, which is
probing the PSI recruitment
scam, has been collecting all

I-iulhe Miﬁiﬁerd
Parameshwar.

information by issuing the
notices. The government will
take actionagainst theaccused
within the legal framework af-
terobtainingitsreport. We will
also getopinions from thelegal
experts about the steps to be
taken in this regard,” he said.
The minister also said that
there is a report that JN.1
sub-variant of Covid is not se-

riousinnature and the govern-
ment is yet to get full-fledged
information inthisregard. The
government will not impose
any restriction on the people
at this juncture. Measures will
be taken as per the reports of
the advisory committee. Ar-
rangements have been made
to ensure adequate stock of
medicines and bed facilities in
the hospitals, he said. He also
advised people to compulsorily
wear masks and avoid visiting
crowded places.

MP remarks

Condemning ‘Somaari Sidda’
remarks made by Mysuru-Kod-
agu MP Pratap Simha against
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah,
he said that the politicians
should be more cautious while
criticising their opponents as
lakhs of people in the State are
watching them. Rebutting the

—

reports that Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi has rejected
the list of nominations to the
boards and corporations, the
minister claimed that he has
only advised the party lead-
ers in the State to finalise the
names by consulting the party
workers. Reacting to the Call
Detail Report (CDR) of a wom-
an police constable leaked by
fellow policemen to a miscre-
antwhowasinvolved in harass-
ing her, Parameshwar said that
suspension of two constables
has been ordered apart from
asking higher officials to con-
ductathorough probe.
Medical Education Minis-
ter Sharanprakash Patil, MLLA
Allamprabhu Pati], MLC Tip-
Pannappa Kamakanur, district
Congress president Jagadev
Guttedar and KPCC general

Secretary Sharanu Modi were
present,



* UGC cautions agamst admission in
MPhll courses: ‘It's no longer recogmsed’

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: The University
Grants Commission on Wed-
nesday asked higher educa-
tion institutions(HEIs)not to
invite fresh applications for
MPhil (Master of Philosop-
hy) programme, reiterating
that it is no longer a “recogni-
sed degree”.

UGC, through its Mini-
mum Standards and Proce-
dures for Award of PhD Deg-
ree Regulations, 2022, as re-
ported by TOI in September
2022, introduced a number of
reforms for enrolment in
PhD programmes. Eligibility
to take the test for PhD enrol-
ment include 75% marks in
aggregate or its equivalent

grade in four-vear/ eight-se-
mester bachelor's degree
programme while scholars
with one-vear/ two-semes-
ter master's degree pro-
gramme afterafour-year ba-
chelor'sprogrammearealso
eligiblee. The MPhil pro-
gramme was discontinued
by UGC in November, 2022,
Cautioning students
against taking admission in
such programmes, UGC, in
a public notice on Wednes-
day, said: “It has come to the
notice of UGC that a few uni-
versities are inviting fresh
applications for MPhil (Mas-
ter of Philosophy) program-
mes. In this regard, it is to
bring to the notice that MPhil
is not arecognised degree.”

CUET-PG to be held
from March 11-28

he National Testing

Agency announced the
schedule of the entrance test
foradmission to postgraduate
courses of central,
participating state, deemed
and private universitieson
Wednesday. The entrance test
will be held between March 11
and 28. Online applications for
the Common University
Entrance Test (CUET- PG) will
be accepted till January 24,
2024. Admit cards can be
downloaded from the website
of National Testing Agency
from March 7 onwards. w

“Regulation number 14 of
the UGC (Minimum Stan-
dards and Procedures for
Award of PhD Degree) Regu-
lations, 2022 clearly states
that higher educational insti-
tutions shall not offer an
MPhil programme,” said
UGC Secretary Manish Jos-
hi. The Commission has as-
ked universities to take im-
mediate steps to stop admis-
sions to MPhil programmes
for the 2023-24 academic ses-
sion. "MPhil courses which
commenced prior to the no-
tification of the PhD regula-
tions will not be affected.
The existing students will
be allowed to complete the
courses for the award of
MPhil,"” said Joshi.
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Jio, ITT-B to launch Bharat GPT: Akash Ambani

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU @ New Delhi-

COUNTRY'’S largest telecom
service provider Reliance Jio is
working with the Indian Insti-
tute of Technology-Bombay to
launch a Bharat GPT
programme.

Akash Ambani, Chairman of
Reliance Jio Infocomm, an-
nounced this initiative during
the institute’s annual
Techfest.

Ambani also mentioned that
the company is planning to in-
troduce an operating system

for television and has already

begun developing one.

The Jio Chairman further
said, “At present we have only
scratched the surface with

large language models and gen-
erative Al, and the next decade
will be defined by these
applications.”

Regarding artificial intelli-
gence, Ambani said it would

transform every area of prod-
ucts and services. The company
plans to launch artificial intel-
ligencenot only as a vertical in-
side its organisation but also
horizontally across all our
sectors.

The company will in-
troduce products and
services in the media
space, commerce, com-
munication, and also
devices, he added. '

“We have been working

0N our own operating system

(OS) for a while now for the
TVs, and we are comprehen-
sively thinking about how to
launch it,” Ambani said. Am-
bani referred to India as the
“biggest innovation centre” for

the next decade and expressed
confidence that the country
will be a $6 trillion economy by
the end of the decade. Akash
Ambani also talked about offer-
ing 5G private networks by
Reliance Jio.
Referring to Jio as the
largest start-up in the
world, Ambani empha-
sised the importance
for young entrepre-
neurs not to fear
failure.

Ambani encouraged entre-
preneurs to work for societal
good, especially when dealing
with the consumer space, and
urged everyone to be deeply
passionate about the work
they do. .



-------------------------------------------------

NYT sues OpenAl MS for

- Infringing copyrighted work

New York: The New York Ti-
mes sued OpenAl and Micro-
soft Wednesday, accusing th-
emof usingmillions of the ne-
wspaper’s articles without
permission to help train arti-
ficial intelligence technologi-
es. The Times said it is the
first major US media organi-
sation to sue OpenAl and Mi-
crosoft, which  created
ChatGPT and other AI plat-
forms, over copyright issues.
It said the defendants were
trying to “free-ride on The Ti-
mes’s massive investment in
its journalism by using it to
build substitutive products
without permission or pay-
ment”, according to the comp-
laint filed in Manhattan fede-
ral court. “There is nothing
‘transformative’ about using
The Times’s content without
payment to create products
that substitute for The Times
and steal audiences away
from it,” the Times said.
OpenAl and Microsoft did

------------------------------------------
e w .

not immediately respond to :
requests for comment. The T-
mes is not seeking a specific :
amount of damages, but it said
OpenAl and Microsoft have :
caused “billions of dollars” in :
damages. It also wants the :
companies to destroy chatbot :
models and training sets that :
incorporate its material.

While OpenAT’s parent is :
anon-profit company, Micro- :
soft has invested $13 billionin :
a for-profit subsidiary, for :
what would bea49% stake. In-
vestors have valued OpenAl :
at more than $80 billion.

Others too have challeng- :
ed OpenAl's alleged misuse :
of their copyright material. g

Novelists including David :
Baldacci, Jonathan Franzen, :
John Grisham and Scott :
Turow have also sued Ope- :
nAl and Microsoft in the
Manhattan court, claiming :
that Al systems might have :
co-opted tens of thousands ot :
their books. reuters :

s ww
-----------
-------------------------------------
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llages holding a protest in front of

37 hospitalised after ammonia

Coromandel Fertilisers in Ennore; (Below) A mother tries to put a mask on her child

during the protest | pRAVIKUMAR

MOHAN @Chennai

IN a double whammy to
the residents of Ennore
who are still struggling
with the ill-effects of the recent
oil spill from Chennai Petrole-
um Corporation Limited
(CPCL), 57 people were
hospitalised on Wednesday
after ammonia gas leaked from
a fertiliser manufacturer
company in the area. Hospital
sources said all those being
treated, including those in
ICU, are stable. The southern
bench of the National Green
Tribunal has taken suo motu
cognisance of the issue.

o

A
S

The leak occurred at Coro-
mandel International in En-
nore around 11.30 pm on ’I‘qes—
day during the pre-cooling
process to pump ammonia In
liquid form. The pungent odour

could be smelt till Nethaji Na-
gar, located five km south of
the plant, and hundreds of fam-
ilies woke up experiencing suf-
focation and feeling difficulty

to breathe.

“During our routine opera-
tion, an abnormality was no-
ticed in the ammonia unload-
ing subsea pipeline near
shoreside at 11.30 pm on Tues-
day,” the company said in a
statement. Residents, however,

alleged that the company had
failed to alert them about the

leak and employees of a neigh-
bouring company were the first

to warn them.

Poongodi, a resident, said,
“There was a frantic announce-
ment at my doorstep asking us
to leave as there was a gas leak.
My daughter and I walked
for more than two km and
took refuge in a temple.”
The situation stabilised at 5am.
Aggrieved residents and fisher-
men staged a protest outside
the northern and southern
gates of the facility demanding
its immediate closure.

Subashini, a resident of Kat-
tukuppam, told The New Indian
Express, “People were trans-
ported through ambulances
and a government bus.
The company neither alerted
us nor did they coordinate the

rescue operation.”
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5 the vear comes to an
end, the people of
Bengaluru find them-
selves pondering over
a chaotic vear that
saw health obstacles
engulfing the citw
The main issue that
took centre stage in news re-
parts was the sudden Increase
in instances of viral fever in
June and July, manifesting
with symptoms varving from
a regular cold to maore
serious cases accompanied by
high fover,

Bengaluru, while not entire-
ly immune, showed a promis-
ing decline in test positivity
rates from 2.2 per cent on De-
eem 25, 2022 to a mere 0.3 per
cent on Jan 3, 2023. New Delhi
and Mumbai have consistently
grappled for the dubious dis-
tinetion of having the highest
number of active Covid-19
cases among metros. This ac-
complishment reflects the cily's
collective efforts in managing
the pandemic.

The city witnessed a signifi-
cant spike in patients seeking
treatment at outpatient depart-
ments (OPDs), with a notable 3
per cent increase inJune alone.
The Karnataka Institute of
Medical Sciences (KIMS) regis-
tered a staggering 800 daily pa-
tients, half of whom were grap-
pling with viral fever and
persistent coughs. The situa-
tion escalated to such an extent
that on Jul 19, 2023, the state re-
corded a total of 2,966 cases,
with a striking 62 per cent at-
tribuited to dengue.

Karnataka faced a dengue

AYEAR |
OF MYRIAD
HEALTH .

(HALLENGES

raws 1o an end, Ben

. It

outbreak of alarming propor-
tions, reporting a staggering
B,G00 cases in just three months.
According to the Commission-
erate of Health and Family
Welfare Services, the total cas-
es reached 11,576 by Oct 20,
painting a grim picture of the
health scenario,

Surprisingly, sudden cardiac
deaths became a concern, con-
stituting roughly 15 per cent of
recorded deaths, Disturhingly,
85 per cent of these sudden car-
diac events were linked to pre-
existing conditions such as dia-
betes, hypertension, smoking,
and poor lifestyle chioices. Car-
diologists unanimously point-
e towards coronary artery dis-
ease as the primary reason
behind the surge in sudden
cardiac arrests.

Upper respiratory tract in-
fections, attributed to viruses
like adenovirus, rhinovirus,

and influenza, gripped a signif-
icant portion of the population.
HiN1, commonly known as
swine flu, was identified as a
circulating threat, causing ad-
ditional distress in the city,
Prneumonis emerged as a sec-
ondary complication, affecting
10 per cent to 15 per cent of chil-
dren grappling with viral infec-
tions. This added a laver of
complexity in the health
landscape underscoring the
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need for comprehensive
preventive measures.

In the engoing war against
Covid-19, JN1 has started to
eclipse all other strains as a
tough contender. This chapter
reminds us that our fight with
the virus remains far from stat-
ic, The rise of the JN1 variant
is a brutal reminder that our
methods must be dynamic and
go along with the evolutionary

ec INg on the
gainst Covid-19,
a LoUgn cC _onpnﬁﬁ

lk.

changes in pathogens, warning
everyone to quickly ramp up
large-scale vaccination efforts
while also not forgetting scien-
tific scruting Also, people need
to take precautions like wear-
ing masks, washing hands and
avoiding going to crowded plac-
25 80 that the spread of the
virus is limited and does not
affect a huge mass.

As the year draws to an end,
Bengalureans find themselves
reflecting on the myriad health
challenges faced in 2023. The
city navigated a complex weh
af viral outbreaks, respiratory
infections, and the ongoing bat-
tle against Covid-19. The height-
ened awareness surrounding
cardiovascular health and the
impaet of pre-existing condi-
tions underscores the need for
a holistic approach to public
health in the coming vear As
we bid farewell to a vear marked
by health crises, the resilience
of Bengalureans and the les-
sons learned will undoubtedly
shape health policies and prac-
tlees in the yvear ahead.

{The writer is consultant in
tropical medicine & infections
disease, SPARSH Hospital)
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week after India barred
lenders from investingin
Iternative investment

funds that hold stakes in their

borrowers, the marketis count-
ing the cost.

The Reserve Bank of India
said the move is designed to
prevent an unstable build up
of assetsin the country’s finan-
cial system. But. lawyers and
analysts say alternative invest-
ment fund managers could see
costsramp up and the ruleswill
make it harder to raise cash in
the future.

The top seven shadow lend-
ersinthe country had invested
around $1.35 billion in these so-
called AIFs, according to their
most recent annual reports.
Shares of these firms dived af-
ter the new rules,thaldirqcted
existing investments to either
be liquidated in 30 days or lor
lenders to provision their m-
vestmentin the Alls. :

The RBIH‘ Imove addedto JI1-

ters in the market. Sentiment
was already shaken after the
~entral bank last month im-
nosed stricter ;'tllf_:*-; tostem the
-elentlessrise inrisky consum
»rrloans, actions called “draco
qian” by one analyst.Its report
yn financial stability risksis sel
-0 be released this weelc

RBI has been concerned
about round-tripping of po-
tentially bad loans, rise of un-
secured lending and heavier
linkages between AIFsand reg-
ulated entities, all of which can
“potentially build up stress in
the financial sector,” said Abi-
zer Diwanyji, financial services
leader at Ernst & Young India.

Risks

The Securities & Exchange
Board of India, the country’s
capital markets regulator, had
identified several dozen cases
mvolving billions of dollars
where AlFs were being used
to get around rules, Ananth
Nirayan, a whole-time mem-
her-at SEBI told Bloombery
News,

The fhurry of new rules are
comimg at a time when India's
cconomy and fmancial system
haveremained resilient despite

~ global headwinds of geopoliti-
- cal tensions, elevated interest

rates and inflation. Soured-
debt ratios have narrowed to
their lowest in a decade, with
banks and shadow lenders
boasting strong balance sheets

‘astheyreapgains from the ris-

ing demand for credit.

Impact

SEBI's Narayan said that any
circumvention of financial
rules by large lenders need to
be addressed without impos-
ing lopsided restrictions on
those who comply. There can
be unintended consequences
however.

It's highly unlikely that lend-
ers can find buyers for their
stakes in the next 30 days,
which would lead to losses as
they make full provisions and
take mark-to-market losses.
EY’s Diwanji said. Some of
these entities, especially the
shadow lenders, may have to
raise fresh funds after their
capital gets depleted by the
provisioning, he added.

Future fundraising and de-
ployment could however be
impacted as banks and shad-
ow lenders figure out how to
avoid conflicts with their AI1Fs
Investments, according to Jo-
seph, the partner at Economic
l.aws Practice.
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22K Gujaratis make a beeline for foreign shores

DILIP SINGH KSHATRIYA
@Am'edabad

OFFICIAL government data re-
veals that approximately 22,000
individuals from Gujarat chose
to renounce their Indian citi-
zenship over the past nine
years between 2014-22. On Au-
gust 10, 2023, Member of Parlia-
ment Sushil Kumar Modi
raised a question in the Rajya
Sabha regarding the number of
people in India who had volun-
tarily surrendered their pass-
ports over the past decade.

In response to this inquiry,
the Indian External Affairs De-
partment provided data indi-
cating that within the last ten
years, 22,300 individuals in Gu-
jarat had surrendered their
passports, effectively giving up
their Indian citizenship.

Delhi recorded the highest
number of passport surrenders
In India, with 60,414 individu-
als relinquishing their pass-
ports during the same period.
Punjab followed with 28,117
passport surrenders, and Gu-
jarat ranked third with 22,300
individuals surrendering their
passports.

Conversely, regions such as
Andaman & Nicobar had the

=

FOR GREENER PASTURES

22,000 Gujaratis renounce Indian

Citizenship frum 20_1_4 tp _2_022 |

230

passportsinthe |  and Gujarat
last tenyears | (22,300)

People renouncing Indian
- doubled from 2011 (1,22,819)
t0 2022 (2,25,620)

lowest number of passport sur-
renders, with only 16 individu-
als giving up their passports in
the previous decade. Following
closely were Lakshadweep and
Daman Diu, with 33 passport
surrenders, and Sikkim, with
34 individuals surrendering
their passports.

Intriguingly, despite the in-
Crease in passport surrenders,
the total number of people re-
nouncing Indian citizenship
more than doubled over the last
eleven years. In 2011, the Minis-
try of External Affairs report-

Delhi had the
. most passport
| surrenders in India
people in Gujarat | (60,414), followed
surrendered their | by Punjab (28,117),

Andaman &
Nicobar had
the fewest
passport
surrenders (16),
followed by
Lakshadweep/
Daman Diu (33)
and Sikkim (34)

External

data

Tragic incidents related to lllegal |

9 Ny Immigration, ncluding deaths near

 the Canada-US border and the St.
Lawrence River, were reported |

ed that 1,22,819 individuals had
renounced Indian citizenship,
anumber that surged to 2,25,620
by 2022. Shockingly, the data in-
dicates that over 17.50 lakh peo-
ple have given up their Indian
citizenship since 2017

If a person has ever held an

Indian passport ang has ob-

tained the pPassport of another

country, they will be required
to surrender theijr Indian pass-

port Inmediately after gaining
another country’s nationality.
A.ft.er renunciation of Indian
Citizenship, jt is necessary to

Affairs Dept
provided the

="

MORE THAN 17.50 LAKH PEOPLE
HAVE GIVEN UP
INDIAN CITIZENSHIP SINCE
THE YEAR 2011

apply for surrender or a renun-
ciation certificate.

Despite the alarming stories
of illegal iImmigration and
their tragic consequences mak-
ing headlines in Gujarat, the
collective spirit of Gujarat’s
villages remains undeterred.
Heart-wrenching Incidents,
such as the discovery of indi-
viduals frozen to death near the
Canada-US border in January
2022 or drowning of three Indi-
ans in the St. Lawrence River in
April 2023, shed light on chal-
lenges of illegal immigration.




‘Canara Bank nod for MF arm’s listing

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU @ New

BENGALURU-based public sec-
tor lender Canara Bank has
sald its board has given in-prin-

ciple approval to initiate the -

process of listing its mutual
fund subsidiary Canara Robeco
Asset Management Company

in the stock exchanges by way
of Initial Public Offer (IPO).

“The modalities of listing

Will be decided in due course. -

The bank will make further an-
nouncements of all material
developments with regard to
the same, as and when required,
as per applicable regulations,”
the bank said in a regulatory
filing.

Canara Robeco Asset Man-
agement Company is the 15th

- largest mutual fund house in

the country with total asset un-
der management of Rs 74,916
crore. The AMC made Rs 79

crore profit in 2022-23 on total
revenue of Rs 203 crore.
Canara Bank holds a major-
1ty 51% stake in the mutual
fund subsidiary. The rest of
49% 1s held by Orix Corpora-
tion Europe.

Currently only four asset
management companies -

HDFC AMC, Aditya Birla Sun
Life AMC, Nippon Life A'sset
Management and UTI AMC -
are listed on Indian bourses.
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‘Long-term funding for deep
tech startups on the cards’
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India aims to be globally competitive in technology, space, defence, energy, medical sciences

gireesh pi@livemint.com
MNEW DELHI

he government is working

on anew policy to financially

suppornt deep-tech startups

so that India can be globally

competitive intechnology as
well as boost its space, defence, energy,
medical sciences and pharmaceuticals
capabilities, Ajay Kumar Sood, chair-
person of the Prime Minister'sScience,
Technology and Innovation Advisory
Council (PM-STIAC), and principal sci-
entific advisor to the government,, said
inan interview,

Deep-tech startups will contribute to
the development of indigenous tech-
nologies across various sectors, propel-
ling India to greater competitiveness. A
palicy is in the works tosupport these
entities, with the commitment to offer
long-term financial support, Sood suid.

“You have to be competitive, means
vou have to have vour own technology,
That is where deep tech startups, which
are based on very innovative sclence
and engineering, come. Such startups
arevery few in India. Most are service-
oriented startups, which is okay. But
out of the 100,000 startups (in India),
hardly 10,000 can be called deep tech.
That's what we must increase. So,
our office along with other minis-
tries prepared a document, Deep

Ajay Kumar Sood, chairperson of the PM-STIAC and principal scientific advisor to the government.

That hasto be geared up for deep-tech
startups because they need long dura-
tion fumding, as these ventures require
a longer time horizon to take off”
Suchventures carmol succeed over-
night, what is now on cards is a modifi-
cation to existing funding schemes to

Tech Startup Policy, whichwe had  THE Startup India INDIA has already
put onourwebsite for consultation, iﬁg&”ﬁgﬁm made;g?’:fglr?;m
Feedback is inand Department for o 1jay of £945 crore, Ee“;ﬂfmﬁ of tech,
Promotion of Industry and Intermal - according 1o govt Sood says

Trade (DPOT) is preparing a cahi-

nificant progressin certain key arcas of
technology, especially in digital public
good, which has helped transform the
payment and fintech segments, This
ground-breaking public-private part-
nership can be replicated in education
to enhance access toeducationinabig

DIGITAL education SO0D also

is going to be big as highlighted how
,...E' hgﬁ:a I:irgn'zg tng?agspnmedlts
young lation, prowess incovid-15

according to Sood vaccination

policy priority, India does not have to
reinvent the wheel. According to him,
the key goal is to leapfrog from the cur-
rent level.

“We have tounderstand that self-re-
liance does not mean we have to do
everyvthing ourselves and we remain
closed to the world, Self-reliance
wolld mean whatever inmovation
we do, we must be confident of our-
selves so that we lead insome tech-
nologies, We should not be only
followers, Obviously, there are gaps
right now, (hut) in a few areas, we
are definitely ahead of the curve.”

net noteto make a policy interven-
tion for encouraging deep tech start-
ups.” With this, India can be globally
competitive, and be a net exporter of
technology, Sood said.

Long-term financial support will aid
inensuring sustainability of deep-tech
startups, he said. “They need support,
There isan India startup fund already,

suit the requirement ol deep tech start-
ups, he added. The Startup India seed
fhunding scheme, that offers early-stage
financing to enterprises not older than
two-years, has anoutlay ol 1945 crore,
according to information available with
the government,

Sood said India has already made sig-

way, he said. “Digital public infrastruc-
ture isan example of success which we
should emulate in other areas, PM's
e-vidva programme is already there,
Digital education is going to be big as
we have alarge voung population and
we have ademographic advantage.”
Sood said while self-reliance is a key

Sood also highlighted how India
showed its prowess in covid-19 vacei-
nation, and in providing testing kits at
a lime of crises, besides success across
medical instruments, food processing
and neutraceuticals,

An email query toDPIT on Tuesday
secking comments remained unan-
swered till press time.

I



RBI calls for stronger
bank balance sheets

Improved asset quality, high credit offtake key to FY23 growth

Shayan Ghosh
shayan.g@livemint.com
MUMEAI

ndian banks and non-banklen-
ders need to further fortify their
balance sheets by following
stronger governance and risk-
management practices, the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) said in
a report released on Wednesday,
even asit lauded the industry’s per-
formance across multiple metrics.
These measures would help cater to
growing aspirations of the Indian
economy, the Reporton Trends and
Progress of Banking in India said.
“The Indian banking system is
well positioned to improve further,
with better asset quality, high capi-
tal adequacy and robust profitabil-
ity. The financial indicators of non-
banking financial companies
(NBFCs) are also set to strengthen
further, underpinned by adequate
capital, increased provisions and
improved asset quality,” it added.
In 2022-23, the consolidated bal-
ance sheet of scheduled commer-
cial banks (SCBs), minus regional
rural banks, grew in double digits at
12.2%, the highest in nine years.
“The main driver of this growth on
the asset side was bank credit,

which recorded its fastest pace of

expansion in more than a decade.

CREDITABLE SHOW

The Indian banking system and NBFCs remain sound and resilient,

according to the banking regulator.

Capital adequacy ratio of scheduled Asset quality
commercial banks (in %)
W22 PFs Gross NPA VFy22 B FYZ3
Public sector 14.6
(as a % of rotal
banks 73 advances)
Private 18.8
banks 186 -
Foreign 19.8
banks 198 24
29
2.3 19
Funds raised by banks (In T crore) .
Fy2 MFY3 B FY24(UptoOct) | . w.
80,000
NetNPA {as a % of net
e advances)
40,000 22
20,000 i .
105 06 ..
P'-Fﬁt:; SE‘:TD" P;ivakl: Publicsector  Private Foreign
nks ar banks banks banks

MNote: Includes private placement of debt, qualified
institutional placement and preferential allotment

Deposit growth also picked up,
although it trailed credit growth,
resulting in higher recourse to bor-
rowings,” the report said.

Buoyed by an insatiable appetite
for loans among India’s individual
borrowers, banks posted non-food
credit growth of 15.4% in 2022-23,
compared to 8.7% in 2021-22. The
momentum has continued in the
current fiscal. Non-food credit

Source: Reserve Bank of India

SARVESH KUMAR SHARMA/MINT

growth stood at 20.9% as of 1
December, although some of it is
because of the merger of Housing
Development Finance Corp.
(HDFC) with HDFC Bank in July.
“Lower slippages helped improve
asset quality across all bank groups,
with GNPA (gross non-performing
assets) to total advances ratio of

TURNTO PAGEG
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Spirited United down Villa

MANCHESTER, AFP

asmus Hojlund capped
RManchester United’s

hrilling fightback from
two goals down as the Den-
mark striker netted for the first
time in the Premier League to
seal adramatic 3-2 win against
Aston Villa on Tuesday.

Erik ten Hag’s side were 1n
danger of another damaging
defeat when goals from John
McGinnand Leander Dendon-
cker put Villain control by halt-
time at Old Trafford.

United were booed off at
the interval but they staged a
much-neededrevival, sparked
by Alejandro Garnachoscoring
their first goal in seven hours
and twenty minutes.

Garnacho struck again to
equalise before Hojlund final-
ly ended his goal drought with
eicht minutes left.

It was Hojlund’s maiden

. Qe
Rasmus Hojlund

league goal for United in his
15th appearance and his sixth
inall competitionssince his Au-
gust move from Atalanta.

Hojlund’s cathartic strike
ended United’s four-match
winless runin all competitions
and lifted them to sixth in the
Premier League.

Two games without a win
havedented Villa’'s unexpected
title challenge.

Unai Emery’s men remain
third, three points behind
leaders Liverpool after their
first defeat in 11 matches in all

competitions.

Liverpool go top
Liverpool climbed to the top of
the Premier League as Darwin
Nunez ended his goal drought
to inspire a 2-0O win against
struggling Burnley on Tuesday.

Jurgen Klopp’s side took an
early lead through Nunez at
TurfMoor and held on despite
wasting a host of chances.

Nunez’s eighth goal this sea-
son was his first for 12 games
since he netted against Bour-
nemouthin the League Cupon
November 1.

Diogo Jota, back from
a month’s injury absence,
wrapped up the victory late on
to leave Liverpool two points
above second placed Arsenal,
who have a game in hand.




MUMBAI, PTI

Flying high after two consec-
utive Test wins, India women
will now shift focus to white-
ball cricket as they take on
seven-time world champions
Australia in a three-match
ODI series, looking to resur-
rect their dismal record inthe
format, here on Thursday.

India have beenintop form
winning their last three con-
tests—two Testsand one T201
— after losing the first two
T20Isto England and concede
the three-match series in this
long home season.

After crushing England by
a record 347 runs in the one-
oft Test, India carried the mo-
mentum todefeat Australia by
eight wickets last week here
at the Wankhede Stadium,
which will also be the venue

|nd|a Australia begln white-ball duel

Captain Harmanpreet
Kaur (left) and her deputy
Smriti Mandhana will hope
to continue the winning
momentum from Tests to
ODISs. PTIFILE PHOTO

for the three-match ODI se-
ries.

Given their current form,
India will eye more success in

the fixtures lined up but the
Harmanpreet Kaur-led side
would know that it has a huge

task cut out against Australia
who have historically dominat-
ed them in 50-overs cricket. .

India have only 10 wins and
40 losses to show from 50
ODIs against Australia over-
all, while athome, theirrecord
has been simply terrible.

With only four wins in 21
ODIs and 17 defeats at home,
India have notbeaten Austra-
lia in any of their last seven
matches playing athomessince
February 2007.

In fact, the last time India
and Australia played ODI
cricket at the Wankhede Sta-
dium, the hometeam suffered
heavy defeats in March 2012,
losing by 221 runs and flve
wicketsin the last two ODIs of
the three-match series.



Maiden Test hundred
in middle-order
reflects batter's

versatility

—v

ROSHAN THYAGARAJAN
CENTURION, DHNS

ittle less than a year ago,
LKL Rahul was catching

up with friends from the
Karnataka team at a neigh-
bourhood pub in Bengaluru.

Having been dropped from
the Border-Gavaskar Trophy
side after failures in the first
two Tests, Rahul probably
needed some distraction. But
you could tell he couldn't get
outof his head.

Even as his friends attempt-
ed to lighten the mood, Rahul
satboltuprightina hoodie. He
wasn'tquite there. Perhaps, in
his head, he reckoned the end
of the road in Tests.

They eventually shut shop
for the night, burt before leav-
ing Rahul walked over, said
something to the effectof ‘I'm
not done’, smiled and exited
the door.

On Wednesday, KL. Rahul
scored his eighth Test century.
Date: December 27, 2023.

Poignant as the date is, well

Centurion Rahul shows

Rahul’s ton among top ten of
India’s Test history: Gavaskar

KL Rahul’s brave centu-
ryduring the ongoing
opening Test against South
Africa here on Wednesday
drew high acclaim from the
legendary Sunil Gavaskar,
who has rated the knock “in
the top ten in the history” of
India’s red-ball ericket.
Commentating in Hindi
on Star Sports, Gavaskar
said, “Thave been watching

almost, the significance of this
knockon his career,and theim-
pactithad on the opening Test
cannot be overstated.

Firstly, thisis Rahul's firstcen-
tury as a middle-order bartter;
and his seventh outside India.

Secondly, no other batter
in the history of the game has
scored rwo Test hundreds at
the SuperSport Park.

Thirdly, India were desper-
ate for someone to save them
after their early struggles in
the innings, and Rahul deliv-
ered,

[ndia were down four wick-
ets for 92 runs after losing
Shreyas Iyer in the 27th over.

Rahul, unperturbed, went
about his role with wide-eyed
nonchalance, He got hita cou-
ple of times, received some

cricket for over 50 years
now, and [ can undoubt-
edly say this century by
Rahul hasto be in the top
tenof India’s Test history
becauseit’s adifferent
pitch here,” Gavaskar said.
“A batter would not gain
the confidence so casily
that he has set, especially
with the ball doing any-
thingatany time.”

medical treatment, he got
backtoit.

ViratKohli, R Ashwin, Shar-
dul Thakur and Bumrah were
all out in the span of 99 runs,
meaning it was down to Rahul
to steer India past 200.

As Mohammed Siraj kept
one end up, Rahul began pick-
ing off the runs. Atstumps, In-
dia had reached 208 for 8.

There was a feeling that
this was a competitive enough
score given the conditions, but
Rahul's Wednesday morning
transition fromastoic toanul-
tra-aggressive cricketer of the
new erawas asight to behold.

His first four boundaries of
the day-twoeachoff Gerald Co-
etzee and Kagiso Rabada - were
all textbook shots with his head
firmlyontopofthe contact point.

his class

But then it all changed once
the pitch started to do a little
more than he anticipated - the
bounce was a bit unpredict-
able and there was late later-
al movement, Plus, the hights
weren'tso good sospotting the
ball was anissue.

So, Rahul, on 89 at the time,
launched into Rabada with a
slap-pull over deep square leg.
It was not the kind of shot any-
one, least of all the bowler, ex-
pected at that moment. It was
such an anuthesis to Rahul’s
ploy until that point.

Siraj’s fall ushered in the
arrival of Rahul’s State-mate
Prasidh Krishna.

Rahul, awarethathe couldn’t
take any more chances, looked
for a big hit. He missed out on
anupper-cut and then failed to
make contact with a pull,

With one ballleftin the over,
itwas now or never. Rahul then
cleared his front foot and made
full contact with a length ball
from outside off,

As the ball sailed over the
f[ence, Rahul pranced towards
the non-striker'send before ca-
sually walking in the direction
of the dressing room.

He punched the air, undid
his helmert and soaked in the
moment as the enurety of Su-
perSport Park acknowledged
Rahul's class, versatility, men-
tal fortitude, and his uncanny
ability to matter when it mat-
ters.

Cummims 137, Nathon Lyon 2-48)

was the pick of bowlers
with three scalps. arp

Jaismine
strikes gold

NEW DELHI, PTI: Common-
wealth Games medallist
Jaismine Lamboria toiled
hard for her maiden
senior National Champi-
onships title as she eked
outacontentious split
decision win over Olympi-
an Simranjit Kaur here on
Wednesday.

After the three rounds,
the experienced Simran-
jit, who is a two-time Asian
Championship medallist
and a Worlds bronze
winner, had won the 60kg
bout 3-2at the Gautam
Buddh University Indoor
Stadium.

Butas per the rules,
every 3-2splitverdict goes
forreview and the two
reviewers ruled in favour
of Jaismine, who took the
gold witha 4-3 decision
much to the disappoint-
ment of Simranjit.
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Elgar century thwarts India’s

chances after backup act tlops

Pacer Bumrah gets

breakthroughs but SEOMECARD
Krishna, Thakur fail INDIA jmﬁ 208/8)
to step up in support M Suaj ¢ Vesreynine biCoetree 5
roles on Day 2 B2 bhsolw) B
Somshuvra Laha FoME 1 124334 432501

somsbuve s laha Btlve com

KOLKATA: You have put up
245, well aware it could have
easily been way under with-
out KL Rahul's doughty bat-
ting. In front of vou s a South
Alrica batting line-up without
the injured Termba Bavuarm:a and
an ageregate experience of 13
Tests between Tony de Zorzl,
Keegan Petersen and the debut-
ing David Bedingham after operr
ers Alden Markram and Dean
Elgar. Thisis Day 2 at Centurion
— gsovercast as it was on Tues-
day — and within four overs,
Markram is sent back How
South Africa went from there to
256/5 when bad light forced
early close of play will not be a
comfortable dissection for India.
There is no Mohammed
Shami. and so logic dictates Jas-
prit Bummh and Mohamimiad
Siraj should do bulk of the fast
bowling, followed by Ravichan-
dran Ashwin whaoat least can be
stillingly accurate if the pitch
doesn't assist any turn. And only
after them should come Shardul
Thakur and Prasidh Krishna,
preferably in that onder.
The mrget is pretty straight-
forward; Get Elgar, and a sizea-
bie lead is there for the taking,
Only India found ways to under-
minge their position. Even on the

best of days, Elgar is a bundle of

nerves when he starts out —
seratching around, getting
pinged on the body regularly
while trving to hang back as
much as possible. The aim
should be to draw him int a
drive, an information that can’t
b unknown to India.

His first two boundaries are
off Bumirah, who straved onito
his Jegs, and Siraj who was a tad
fuller than desired. But Krishna
— on debot — bowled his first
ball in Test cricket on good
length, barely making any
eourse cormection in the 14 overs
to lollow. Krishna s o hit-the-
deck son of pacer, bt the condi-

tions warranted him to be care-
ful about his length. He wasn't
Fourteen overs into South
Africa’s innings, the ball still
shiny and hard, Krishna went
short at Elgar, allowing him to
stand @l and pull him in front of
sojure for four. Three balls Jater,
he ran down a good length deliv-
ory past gully fior a four.
Twelve runs off 12 balls to
Elgar should have set off alarm
bells within the India camp but
why they still persisted with
Krishna after lunch was any-

body's guess. Mo amount of runs
can't prevent a batter from feel-
ing cagey in the first few overs
after lunch but bewilderingly
encugh, India started that ses-
sion with Thakur and Krishna
The net eight overs leaked 42
runs, with both bowling cither
full or short and South Africa
easily navignting a phase that
should have been otherwise
Elgar was ffuent but for some-
body with a caneer strike rate of
47 to get to 30 in 79 balls and
thien to WK in 140 balls indicates

RUNS

Opening act

BALLS

140° 211 23

TESTS AGAINST INDIA

Overall

MAT RUNS AVG

14 951 43.22 2

In South Afri ca

MAT RUNS

1003 ;560

100's | HS

] 582 58 20 1 140°

factors moore than just grit may
have been in thie works.

That 76 runs out of the hun-
dred came from boundaries told
vou how much Elgar was at ease,
just as Rabul was in the day with
a second hundred at Centurion
in as many appeArances, cour-
tesy a boundary percentage of
79.2] — the third highest by an
Indian batter in & Test century.

But that docsn't even begin to
covier how valuable that hun-
dred was in the context of the
Test match st that juncture of

the game. Technically, India
added 37 runs to their overnight
score but in realicy, 72 out of the
81 runs soored after the seventh
wicket fell came from Rahul's
bat. By end of the day, Elgar’s
innings had started assuming
similar significance.

Crnly, South Africa werein a
much better position to begin
with. Till Bummah squared up
Zord with a lensth ball that iook
o thick edee and flew to Yashasv
Jaiswal at third slip. South Africa
had rmked up 04 in 29 overs.

&1, 7164, 6-191 5138
Bowking: K Ratueds }0-4-59-5,
! rvien -2-52-1 N Bargey
154-8-50-1, GCoetree 16-1-74-1

SOUTH AFRICA

A Mbarram ¢ Ratwl b Sy

[ Eigar batting
TdeZouric Jaswal b Bumvah
K Peterven b B a

D Bedngham b Sy

K Ve reymire ¢ Rabvl b Krechna 4
M Ervien batting 3
Extras b8, nb & w2) -]
Total (5 wickets, 6o oversl 256
Fo: 11, 2104, 3-TH, 4-244 5
8

E.

8 ool

J Bumrah 16-3-48-1
M Siraj 15-0-63-2 & Thaow 12-3-
570, PRmstwna F-2-61-L R
Ashwin B-3-5-0

Petersen chopped a short
delivery from Bumrah on tohis
stumps and South Alfrica were
1133 but instead of making
Bedingham sweat for his runs.
Rohit Sharma wok Bumrah out
of the attack after another over.
Returning from a first spell of
6-0-34-0, Krishina's second deli-
ety of his second spell was so
short that Bedingham had no
difficulty in pulling it over decp
square-leg for a massive sy

By this time Elgar was in such
ood nick that he was coming on
1o his fromt foot and driving like
he had rarely driven before. 5o,
from 100 in 28 overs. on to 150 n
40 overs — with Elgar coming
down the pitch and driving Ash-
win thoough on for an imperious
four — South Africa barely
looked a side down o batter.

At tea, South Africa’s innings
swelled to 1943 thanks to an
extended postdunch session that
yielded 145 mans at 4.4 per over
with Bedingham taking the
amack to the pacers. He was
finally dismissed in the last sos-
sion, with South Africa oné run
away from equalling India’s first
innings. Krishna too got his first
wicket in Kvle Verreynne but
looking aminous now is Elgar's
unbeaten vigil
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EPARATION of powers was
once thought to be the only sen-
sible rule of constitutional be-
haviour. Fundamental diffor-
ences between the three
branches of government—the
—legislature, the executive and
tt:ll:t]::];:hc:gry prompted the conclusion
¢y should be separate and distinct.
But this does not reflect how democratic
EOvVeérnments arou )
oty wrors. nd the world

In 1920, British historian Albert Pollard
wrote in his book, The Evolution of Parlia-
ment, that the doctrine of separation of
powers 1n politics “was an ingenious at-
tempt to reduce the infinite complexity of
government to the subtle simplicity of a
constitutional Rule of Three”,

In the first half of the 20th century, aca-
demics— who were generally hostile to the
traditional tripartite theory of separation
of powers—argued for a system of govern-
ment based on only two functions: policy
and administration. This is because the
problem at the centre of constitutional
govermument today is how to achieve a bal-
ance between the different branches—a
balance that will safeguard the freedom of
the individual and at the same time ensure
that governments provide their citizens
with essential services, without which
modern-day society cannot survive,

The 1nitial doctrine of separation of
powers had its roots in antiquity. Greek
philosopher and polymath Aristotle (384
322 BCE) first mentioned the idea of “a
mixed government” in his treatise Polltles,
Greek historian Polybius (200-118 BCE)
Jater explained in some detall the system
of checks and balances, crediting Spartan
king Lycurgus with having established the
first government of this kind.

In more recent times, scholars, govern:
ments and constitutions have approached
the subject in different ways, adding layers
of understanding to it.

One of the earliest and clearest state
ments of the separation of powers was
propounded by French philosopher and
judge Montesquicu (1689-1755) in his fa-
mous book, The Spirit of the Laiws (1748),
He noted: “When the Jegislative and ex-
ecutive powers are united in the same per
son, or in the same body of magistrates,
there can be no liberty.. there is no liberty
if the power of judging is not separated
from the legislative and executive,,, There
would be an end to everything, if the same
man or the same body... were to exereise
those three powers”

By way of illustration, he added, “Among

Separation of powers between the leglslature, executive
and Judiclary Is an anclent doctrine. But It Is not set In
stone. It has evolved to sult the needs of the times

EVOLUTION OF
THE RULE OF 3
IN GOVERNANCE

oy r !
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FALIS NARIMAN

y T Constitutional kst and
: swenlor advixate Lo the Supreme Court

the Turks, where the three powers are
united in the person of the sultan, an atro-
cloug despotism relgns.”

Since the British constitutional system
functioned quite smoothly between
the king, parliament and the
courts, Montesquieu bold-
ly ssserted that separation
of pOWErs was i necessary,
if not sufficient, condition
for liberty “since its absence pro-
motes Lyranny”,

English philosopher John Locke
(16:32-1704) reasoned about the need for
yeparation of powers within a monarchial
state:; “It may be too great a temptation to
human frailty for the same persons who

FIROUGH THL:
LOOKING
GILASS

SOURAY ROY

have the power of making laws to also
have In their hands the power to execute
them, whereby they may exempt them-
selves from obedlence to the laws they

make, and sult the law both In its
making and execution to their
own private advantage.”

As to why the doctrine of sepa-
ration of powers—more accurate-
ly, of shared powers—was impor-

tant, and was consldered worth
fighting for, was also emphasised
by the guthor of one of the Feder-
Ist Papers, which were a precursor

al-
to the adoption of the Constitution of the
United States of Amerlca in 1788—the mod-
orn world’s shortest written constitution,

of lews than 8,000 words, In Ferderallst Paper
No 51, James Madigem wrote: “In framing
a yvernment which s to be administered
h}f Men over men, the great rllﬁ‘ir:ult:.r lirs
in this— yeu must first enable the govern-
memt tn control the governed; and in the
next place, obllgs: it to control itself. A de-
pendencs: on the people is no doubt the pri-
mary control on the government; but expe-
rience has taught mankind the necessity of
taking auxiliary precautions.”

In the Constitution of India, believed to
be the world's longest document of govern-
ance after the Constitution of the state of
Alabama in the US, the doctrine of separa-
tion of powers s indeed recognised, “but
not in its absolute rigidity”, observed a
Constitution bench of India’s Supreme
Court way back In 1965.

The court added: “But the functions of
the different parts or branches of govern-
ment are sufficiently differentiated. and
consequently, it could be confidently said
that our Constitution does not contem-
plate assumption by one organ, or
part of the State, of functions that essen-
tially belong to another.”

Separation of powers alone does not op-
erate as a canonical principle of constitu
tionalism. In 2n article published in the
Boston College .aw Review in March 2013,
law professor Jeremy Waldron proposed a
close-knit set of five principles that are de-
signed to work both separately and togeth-
er. The principle of the separation of the

functions of government from one another
(the separation of powers principle): the
principle that warns against the concen-

tration of too much political power in the

hands of any one person, Eroup or agency

(the division of power principle); the prin-

ciple that requires the ordinary concur-
rence of one governmental entity in the
actlons of another, and thus permits one
entity to check or veto the actions of an-
other (the checks and balances principle);
the principle that requires laws to be en-
acted by votes in two coordinate legislative
assemblies (the bicameralism principle):
and the principle that distinguishes be:
tween powers assigned to the federal gov-
ernment and powers reserved for states
(the federalism principle),

None of these ‘principles’, of course, are
made enforceable in written constitutions,
because every written constitution divides
power in its own particular way,

The principle of separation of powers
continues to survive in 2023-24, but under
its more appropriate umbrella term —the
division of powers.

(falinariman@gmail.com )
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Illegality shouting
fromthe rooftops

. A tleast90% of the rooftop restaurantsin Bengaluru
floutfiresafetyrules,according toareport based on

a physical verification of such establishments con-
ducted by the Karnataka State Fire and Emergency Ser-
vices Departmentin November, What's worse, a majority
oftheserestaurantsareillegal and function without trade
licences, approved building plans, and other require-
ments, let alone implementing safety norms. Though
both the BBMP and the fire department have flagged this
Issue time and again in the past, neither theynoranyother
authority has seen it fit to take action. The latest survey
was prompted by a fire at a restaurant in Bengaluru's
Koramangalaareain October. Insufficient fire equipment
topped the list of violations, followed by non-compliance
with fire schematic drawings and absence of proper exit
points. In many cases, the establishments did not even
possess a trade licence, which is a basic requirement to
conductany business. Itis mandatory for buildings above
21 meters in height to obtain a no-objection certificate
(NOC), but even those that comply with the provision
laterillegally permit bars, pubs and cafes to function from
the terrace in violation of norms. Besides, the granting of
approvals by the BBMP for high-rises
evenonnarrow roads and the failure
of builders to allow the required set- [ #1541}
backs ground their buildings furth_er rooftop es-
complicate matters as they restrict c
access to fire engines in case of an RELLE TN
eventuality. | | arein

These establishments have been
able to get away with murder, so to

violation,
say, becausealarge numberofthem B[ LR11

are said to be owned, directly or be-
naami, by politicians or well-connect-
ed businessmen and celebrities. The
fire at the Koramangala restaurant
should have been seen as a call for action against errant
establishments, some of which have been functioning with
impunity foryears, butitisseen that there are officers who
are looking at ways to bail them out, including by floating
the theory that the existing building byelaws themselves
are impractical and to be blamed for their violation.
Thepreblemistwo pronged. One, many rooftoprestau-
rantsare operatingillegally. Two, even those that are legal
have failed toimplement fire safetynorms. Itmaytake the
personal intervention of Chief Minister Siddaramaiah to
ensure that illegal rooftop establishments and those that
areinviolation of any safety normsare shut down immedi-
ately. Also, illegality on such a scale cannot thrive without
the connivance of officers who are supposed to enforce
the norms, whetherin the BBMP or elsewhere. They, too,

must face action. Else, it’s just a matter of time before the
next fire disaster, and the next.
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HOW INDIA CAN HELP FRAME
GLOBAL RULES FOR AI SAFETY

HE emergence of steam en-
gines, electricity and comput-
ers—the primary drivers of the
first three industrial revolu-
tions—brought about transfor-
mations that shaped the eco-
nomic, social and cultural
landscapes of their eras. We are currently
said to be at the initial phase of the fourth
industrial revolution, led by advance-
ments in several cutting-edge technolo-
gies. Artificial intelligence (Al) stands out
as its talismanic driver.

Computational power has long adhered
to Moore’s Law, doubling every two years.
The growth of Al has accelerated even
more, with current algorithms and pro-
grams capable of efficiently processing
vast amounts of data, providing insights,
performing tasks and solving complex
problems at speeds and capabilities that
were once unimaginable for humans.

Its applications have already percolated
across every sector, tremendously boost-
ing our productivity. Al is projected to
contribute $15.7 trillion to the global econ-
omy in 2030, with $6.6 likely to come from
increased productivity, and the rest from
consumption-side effects.

Healthcare has improved with the in-
tegration of Al Our doctors can use pre-
dictive analytics for patient outcomes,
give personalised treatment recommen-
dations and analyse medical images to as-
sist in diagnosis. Education saw the ad-
vent of virtual tutors and learning
platforms that can adapt to individual stu-
dent needs. Agriculture sector is witness-
ing an increasing adoption of precision
farming techniques and automated Al-
guided machinery for tasks such as plant-
ing and harvesting.

Personalised recommendation tools
have become integral components of eve-
ry digital platform, including social me-
dia, e-commerce, and publishing. Auto-
mated vehicles and drones are now
mainstays in the armed forces that can
perform military operations without en-
dangering soldiers. Communication and
outreach to the people are also undergo-
ing never seen before disruption. Recent-
ly, Al tool Bhashini facilitated the real-
time translation of the prime minister’s
Hindi speech to Tamil at the Kashi Tamil
Sangamam. In a not-so-distant future, it
is highly probable that we will have
Al-powered earphones capable of trans-
lating conversations in real time, facilitat-
ing seamless communication between
individuals who do not understand each
other’s languages.

e e —

Generative Al (GenAl) has further ex-
panded the scope of possibilities. Popular
GenAl applications such as Midjourney
and OpenAl’s DALL-E, can take
text inputs and generate distinctive dig-
ital images. OpenAI's ChatGPT can
provide detailed outputs, generating es-
says, stories and computer code in re-
sponse to queries.

The rapid advancement of Al has also
triggered widespread apprehensions due
to its potential for harm. The accessibility

WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

OpenAl co-founder Sam Altman had
- suggested settingup aglobal watchdog |
. for Al similar to the Atomic Energy

Agency. India, which has just taken over E
" aschairof the Global Partnership on Al,
- aforumof 28 countries and the EU, has |
. achance to set the course §

of powerful Al tools has empowered ama-
teur programmers to create sophisticated
malware and virus codes, significantly
heightening cybersecurity and cyberter-
rorism threats. The proliferation of deep-
fake videos featuring public figures and
the generation of Al-created images capa-
ble of inciting violent and negative public
sentiments have become commonplace.
These can be hard to discern, and if left
unaddressed, they could inflict massive
damage in a world heavily influenced by
digital narratives and content. Al-gener-
ateq tools frequently face criticism for in-
herifing biases from their programmers.
Intelligent machines are increasingly de-
ployed in military operations where they

can make life and death decisions.

In the recent past, the Biden adminis-
tration in the US issued an executive or-
der establishing foundational norms for
the development and use of Al. Earlier
this month, the European Union had also
drafted a provincial set of guidelines for
this sector. The G7 summit held in Hiro-
shima this May had initiated the Hiroshi-
ma Al process , with the stated objective
of the creation and promotion of human-
centric and trustworthy Al based on Or-
ganisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development principles. OpenAl’s
Sam Altman had earlier suggested setting
up an intergovernmental watchdog for
overseeing Al similar to the International
Atomic Energy Agency , that works under
the UN framework.

Global consensus during these turbu-
lent times of intensified geopolitical ri-
valries would be difficult. The major
powers are also attempting to slow each
other’s course of innovation. The US has
imposed restrictions on the sale of ad-
vanced chips, crucial for driving Al de-
velopment, to China. In response,
Beijing has retaliated by implementing
export regulations on Gallium and Ger-
manium, both critical minerals for semi-
conductor manufacturing.

Against this backdrop, India has just
taken over as the chair of the Global Part-
nership on Artificial Intelligence (GPAI),
a forum of 28 countries and the EU work-
ing together on the opportunities and
challenges of Al. Prime Minister Modi,
while addressing the inaugural session,
stressed the need for global collaboration
with the widest participation to harvest
the full potential of Al

The G20 summit this year witnessed
the emergence of India as the preeminent
voice for the Global South. We were also
able to showcase our digital public infra-
structure as a powerful enabler for the
world’s digital and developmental trans-
formation. GPAI has the potential to posi-
tion India at the forefront of establishing
a secure, safe, and inclusive global stand-
ard and governance model for the most
transformative technology of our era.

(Views are personal)
(Tweets @anilkantony)
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